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LETTER toa Bisnop 


Concerning the 


Pzeſent Settlement, 


AND THE 


NEW OATHS. 


My Lord, 


Have conſider'd the Matter you mentioned to me 
with all the care and attention that my other ne- 
ceſſary Afﬀairs would allow, and I account it in- 
deed, as your Lordſhip does, a great unhappi- 
neſs, that any Proteſtants are diſſatisfied with our pre- 
ſent Settlement, but eſpecially, that fome of thoſe Bi- 
ſhops are of this number, who were ſo lately made 
Confeſſours for the Proteſtant Religion. | 
It is not without great Injuſtice, that ſome of thoſe 
Gentlemen, who have put Pen to Paper in defence of 
the New Oaths, take the liberty of charging. theſe Bi- 
ſhops as if their preſent diſlatisfactions did ſpring from 
Pride, Intereſt, Humour, Obſtinacy, or a Fear of ha- 
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ving their Wings clipt in this New Settlement : I am 
contident that they, which charge any of theſe things 
upon thoſe Yererable and Excelent Men do not know 
Them, and they write as if they had never heard any 
thing of Them before this unhappy Rupture. Un- 
doubtedly They who would go to a Jayl, and were 
ready to be ruin'd un their Eſtates, and to ſacrifice 
themſelves for the two beſt things in the World, the 
Church of England, and the Laws of the Land, do de- 
{erve no ſuch Character. I am perſuaded, that what 
their Lordſhips, and many others with them, do in 
this reſpe&t, proceeds purely from Conſcience ; and 
that if Themſelves were ſo happy, or others for them, 
ro fatisfie their Conſciences about the Preſent Settle- 
ment, and the New Oaths, They would as heartily 
comply with the Preſent Settlement, and act in it, as 
any other of their Majeſties Subjects. 

But tho', my Lord, this is my Judgment concern- 
ing their DiſſatistaCtions, that they proceed from Con- 
ſcience, yet I am perſuaded that there are Miſappre- 
henſions and Miſtakes, which, if rec&tifi'd, would 1nake 
an alteration in their Opinions ; that too great ſtreſs 
is laid upon ſome things, that do not deſerve it, and 
too little upon others, that are of much greater mo- 
ment. I ſay this, with Reverence of them that are fo 
much my Superiors, not taking upon me to Judge 
what the Reaſons of their Diſſatisfa&tion may be : but 
for thoſe of my own rank, whom I am more conver- 
ſant with, I may pretend to know moſt of their Rea- 
ſons ; and, as far as I can recolle&, all their Doubts 
and Diſſatisfactions may be reduced into a very narrow 
Compaſs. 

Your Lordſhip requir'd me tocontra&t-my thoughts 
into as {mall a Diſcourſe as I could; I will not forget 
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concerning the F reſent Settlement. 


your Lordſhip's Command : I think that all may be -**_ >. 
reduced to theſe two Points 3 One is, The Scruple”” '- : 
concerning the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy  , 
taken to King James the Second : And the Other, about ©. © 
' the New Oaths to their Preſent Maje/ties, requir'd of ©, 
all perſons who ſit in Parliament, or are in any Office 


Civil or Military , or in Ecckeſiaſtical Preferments. 
Now it I could prove, that the Oaths to King Fames 
have ceaſed to oblige us, and that the New Oaths to 
King Wi/zam and Queen Mary may be lawfully taken; 
I prefume that this will be allow'd ſufficient to re- 
move the Scruples, and will give fatisfa&tion to ſuch 
as will do me the right not to carp at, or be angry at 
any ſingle reaſon, but to conſider them all together. 

In relation to Oaths in general, I need not ſpend 
much. time to enquire how they may ceaſe to oblige 
thoſe who have taken them ; that they ceaſe to bind 
when the Government of that Perſon to whom they 
were taken 1s at an end, I think no body will deny. 
This is all I will deſire to be granted me concerning 
the Oaths to King James. 

And in relation to Government, That, may be ſaid 
to ceaſe ſeveral ways; as when the Perſon entruſted 
with it dies ; or when He will govern no longer, and 
ſo withdraws himſelf from it voluntarily ; or when He 
is conquered, and forced thereby to withdraw himſelf 


involuntarily, and can give no longer Protection to 


thoſe who were his Liege Subjecs. 

Theſe are the chief Inſtances, whereby the Govern- 
ment of any Particular Perſon may ceaſe. 

There is no doubt concerning the firſt of theny, but 
all our preſent diſpute will be about the reſt ; that is, 
whether any one, or all of them are applicable to the 
Government of King James ; whether He would go- 
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vern no. longer ; and whether He did withdraw him- 
ſelf from, and leave his Government voluntarily ; or 
laſtly, whether He was driven out of it by a fair and 
juſt Conquelt. 

I think, my Lord, that the Proof of any one of theſe 
three Inſtances were ſufficient to fatisfie all honeſt Men, 
that the Obligation of the Oaths to the late King James 
is ſuperſeded by it : and I believe fuch a Proof to be 
no difficult task. 

For to begin with the firſt of them ; The Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy were taken to King James 
as King, and oblige no further nor Jonger than He 
continued to be King, that is, to govern as King of 
England : Now that the late King ceaſed to govern 
as King of Eng/and a good while betore the Prince of 
Orange either landed here, or, I believe, thought of 
conung hither, may I think be made plain by theſe fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 

- I need not examine curiouſly here, my Lord, into 
the Nature of Government, and the Diverſities of it ; 
my buſineſs only is to have it agreed what ſort of Go- 
vernment our Eng/iſþ One 1s. 

That it is a Maxt fort of Government 1s plain from 
our Conſtitution, whereby every One of the Three 
Eſtates in Parliament are neceſſary to the making any 
Laws whatever for the Nation as well as the King's Ze 
Roy le weulr. 

It is the King, the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and the Commons in Parliament aſſembled, that 
make Laws ; and not the King alone, or the Lords 
alone, or the Commons alone ; nor the King him- 
ſelf with any one or two of the States of Parlia- 
MENT. 


And 
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And as the King cannat here make Laws alone for 
the Nation, fo He is, according to our Conſtitution, 
obliged by a moſt Solemn Oath and Promiſe, at his 
Coronation, ta Govern according to the Laws made 
by Lawful Authority. This I am affured is the EC. 
ſence of a King of Eg/and, that He is One ſitting 
upon the Throne , and Governing, not by his own 
Wil, or his own Ediets, but by the known Laws of the 
Land. 

Theſe being, my Lord, rhe Two main Hinges of 
our Government, that all the Laws the People of Eng- 


' lawd can be governed by are made in Parliament, and 


that the Government it felt be adminiſtred according 
to theſe Laws ; it either the King alone, or any one, 
or both, of the Houſes of Parliament, take upon them to 


meke Laws, the One Hinge is broken oft; and if the. 


Government it felf be not adminiſtered, that is, if the 
King do not govern according to the Laws, the Other 


| Hinge is broken off alſo, and then the Conſtitution is 


at an end, and our Legal Government does ceaſe, what- 
ever new, or better one be pretended to be ſet over us 
inſtead of it. 

Having premifed this ſtate of our Government and 
Conſtitution, think it will not be deny'd me,that where- 
ever there has been a dire&t contravention to either 
of thoſe fundamental Supports of our Government, 
it hath cauſed a ſubverfion of the Government it 
(lf. 

I muſt now apply what I can of this to the late King, 
and ſee whether One or Both of thoſe Fundamental 
Supports of our Engliſh Government were not forely 
ſhook or ſubverted by Him. | 

As to the Firſt, That all the Laws the People of Eng- 


land are governed with be made in Parliament, it is as 
plain 
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plain as the Sun.at Noon-day, that this was ſubverted 
by the late King : Notwithſtanding art his firſt taking 
us Chair at the Council-board, upon his Brother's 
Death, He declar'd He would Govern by Law, and 
that the Laws of the Land had made the King as great 
as He deſir'd to be ; yet He did certainly change 
his Mind within leſs than ſix Months, and ſet up tor 
an Arbitrary Power over the Laws, by diſpenſing with 
tem. 

Now that Diſpenſing with the Laws of the Land is 
to all intents. and purpoſes the Making of Laws by his 
own Authority without the Concurrence of Parliament, 
is what your Lordſhip heard ſo learnedly and ſo clear- 
ly proved at the Seven Biſhops Tryalby your Councel, 
and what may be ſhewn in a very few words. ' I will 
inſtance only in the Recuſants, who were not only 
made uncapable by the Laws of the Realm of Civiland 
Military Commands, but of keeping their Conventicles 
here : This was the Recuſants Condition by the Laws, 
and they could not be deliver'd out of this Condition 
but by a Law which ſhould annul the former Laws a- 
gainſt them, and make them as capable of Places of 
Truſt as any of the Members of the Church of Exg- 
land : Now did not the late King by his Diſpenſing 
Power and his Sole Authority make ſuch a Law for 
them 2 Did He not annul all the Laws in force againſt 
them, and qualifie the Recuſants and put them into 
Places of Truſt > What could any Law made by the 
true Legiſlative Authority, a King with his Parliament, 
have done more for them, than the King himſelf with- 
out a Parliaments Concurrence did ? 

I think, my Lord, this Inſtance ſufficient to ſhew, 
that the Diſpenſing Power which King James uſed was 
to all intents and purpoſes a Legiſlative Power ; ſince, 


as 


concerning t e Preſent Settlement. © 


asI have prov'd it, no Law could have done more for 
any perſons aggrieved, than: this Power ; and there- 
fore that This was a direct Subverſion of our Govern- 
ment, the chief Fundamental of which was, that the 
Laws ſhould be made by the King and Parliament. 
And it our Conſtitution was ſubverted, I cannot ſee 
how his Legal Kingly Power was not ſubverted with 
it, nor that our Oaths to Him were not at an end, 
when the Conſtitution we {wore to was diflolved, and 
He had of himſelf diveſted himſelf of, and laid aſide, 
that Authority, which-we only {wore to ſubmit to and 
detend. 

It your Lordſhip ſhould ask me when this Diſſolu- 
tion of Government happen'd, I think I ſhould be able 
to fix the Time : Your Lordſhip does remember, that 
upon the Duke of Monmouth's Rebellion, the late King 
gave Commillions to ſeveral Popiſh Officers; this was 
the Forerunner of it : but when upon: the ſitting down 
of the Parliament in Ofoter afterwards, He not only 
in his Speech told his Parliament, that He: had done 
it, but that He was reſolved-to ſtand by it, and there- 
upon diſmiſt his Parliament for their oppoſition to it ; 
He finiſht his Deſign; and our Ruin ; and from that 
Moment, I look upon the Exg1i/þ Conſtitution to be: 
altered, and muſt lay my finger npon: this as the com-- 
pleat Subverſion of our Legal Government, 

I know. fome will be offended at my urging this 
Practice of a Diſpenſing Power ſo far as to make it a- 
Subverſion of our Government, and-will' not endure to- 
hear, that a King of Eng/and can forteit or fall from 
h's Authority ; I. am-very ready, my Lord, to | 
theſe Gentlemens Pardon, if they would:but allow me 
one fatisfa&tory Argument to prove, that a Diſpenſing. 
Power is not of that fatal:conſequence to the Legal- 
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Potver of Legiſlature that I have ſuppos' It to be : 
but till that is proved to me, I think I ſhould deſerve 
very great blame, if I did not make the Diſpenſing 
Power to be what in reality it is, a Subverſion of our 
Conſtitution. 

And for a Forfeiture, I would only know, why ſuch 
a thing muſt be Jookt upon as monſtrous, intolerable, 
nay, 1mpoſlible in Ezg/and 2 Suppole the late King, 
(beſides his letting Papiſts into all Places of Trultt, 
againſt the plaineſt and the ſevereſt Laws, and his ſub- 
verting all the Laws made in detence of the Church 
and Government of England, by laying them aſide for 
the Diſſenters ſakes) had been pleaſed to impole what 
Taxes He plcated upon his Subjects, and had levyed 
them either by his own Army, or by Dragoons bor- 
row'd from France ; and had for the tuture annulFd 
all the Laws made in Defence of the Church of Exg- 
land, or the Rights and Properties of the Subject ; 
and had laid every other Law aſide by his Royal E- 
didts which a Men ſhould obey without reſerve, as 
much as he had done thoſe made for the ſecurity of 
the Church of England by his Declaration I would 
only know by what name to call ſuch Practices, and 
whether our buſineſs in fuch a caſe is only with pa- 
tience to {uffer a King wholly to alter the trame of the 
Government, and to make Bondfſlaves of thoſe who 
were his Freeborn-Subjects, born to the Protection and 
Priviledges of Laws. 

This 1s, my Lord, no wild or unreaſonable Suppoſt- 
tion, I am afraid, that we ſhould have been able,had the 
late King continued but a Year or two longer upon the 
Throne, not. to have been put to the trouble of making 
theſe Suppoſals, but to have inſtanced in them, as we 
now do in the Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience. 

[ muſt 
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Oge would think that ſuch PraRices, which ſeem to 
be the plaincit Inſtances of -the Subverſion of a Govern: 
ment, ſhould be ſo moſt eſpecially of his ſhare in it, 
who was guilty of them ; and he that will not allow 
any forfeiture or deſtruCtion of a King's ſhare in a Go- 
vernment by ſuch a ſubverſion of it, will find it hard to 
maintain, That a Government ſubſiſts, tho' it be de- 
ſtroy'd, and that a King bath not deſtroy'd his own 
Power, tho' he hath quite ruin'd that Government in 
which and by which He enjoy'd ir. 

My Lord, I amnot willing to, aggravate the Faults 
of any, nor to make the Conſequences of them look 
more ghaſtly chan they are of themſelves, much lels 
would I be guilty of tuch a thing towards Crowned 
Heais; however 1 am not able to alter the appearance 
of this, That the Publick Safety and Happineſs can never 
be ſecured in any Conſtitution whatever, and that rhe 
Ends of Governments are quite loſt, it that Perſon who 
ſubverts any particular Government, do not at the very 
ſame time deſtroy or fortcit, let Men call it what they 
pleaſe, his own ſhare in ir. 

To this Argument from the,Diſpen/tzg Power, it may 
be anſirer'd, That the PracticFof it, as tothe Inſtances 
which I have been able to mention, does not amount 
to a Subveriionof our Government it thoſe Laws were 
unjuſt and void in themſelves, which rhe King diſpenſed 
with. As for the Laws about Othces Civil and Mili- 
tary, from which Papiſts were excluded, They fay rhe 
Obſervator has prov'd it often enough, that they were 
null and void, tince no Laws can preclude a King from 
making ule of his Subje&ts. And for all the Laws 
againſt Conventicles, the Author of a Paper, publiſh'd 
very lately and {iceng'e roo, call'd, The Caſe of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters Repreſented any Argued, þ. 2. tells us 
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very roundly , thar they are void alſo, and that the 


©.” Diffenters muſ# be excuſed 'if they have in their Pra- 
.. Hice expreſt leſs Reverence for Laws made by no Autho- 


rity received either from God or Man: and complaitis, 
that They are injuriouſly refletted on, when it is imputed 
to them, that They have, by the uſe of their Liberty, 
acknowledg'd an Ilkegal Diſpenſing Power. We have, fays 
he, dove no other thing herein, than we did when no Dif- 
penſation was given er pretended, in Conſcience of Duty 16 
Him that gave us breath. Nor did therefore prattiſe 
otherwiſe, becauſe we thourht thoſe Laws difpens'd with, 
but beeanſe we thought them not Laws, | 

So thar the reſult ts, thar the Late King ought nor to 
be accusd of Subverting the Government , by ſerting 
aſide thofe Laws which were void of themſelves. 

But I need not trouble your Lordſhip with any An- 
{wer to fuch an Objection, ſince I know your Lord- 
ſhip, itorany of thole for whoſe ſakes I write this, do 
not believe a word of what theſe rwo do fo dogmarti- 
cally, and yet moſt unjuſtly affert. I ſuppoſe the Os/er- 
vator Will not be fond of ſtanding by his Afertions, and 
that the Author of th@@Difenters Caſe ought to have 
thewn fume more Manners, than to caſt ſuch ſaucy and 
bold Slanders upon our Parliaments, while one is a&tn- 
ally fitting. Ir is ſufficient for my vindication, that the 
preſent Parliament believes thoſe Laws which the Late 
King dipenſed with, not only to be true, bur neceſſary 
Laws, whatever theſe rwo Gentlemen wich ſo much 
confidence have ſaid to the contrary. 

1 will paſs now to the other Fundamental of our 
Conſtirution, which is, that the Government be admi- 
niſtred according to the Laws of the Land. It is e-* 
qually evident, that this Fundamental was ſubverted 
by the Late King, as well as the former ; for ſo far was 
he 
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concerning the Preſent yettlement- 
he from governing according to Law, that his whole 
Government, from the time of his claiming his Diſpen- 
ſing Power, ſeems to be a downright oppoſition to the 
Laws. He was pleasd ro make Privy-Counſcllors 
againft Law, JudgeF againſt»Law, Sheriffs againſt Law, 
Lord 1.icutenants and their Deputies againſt Law, and 
Juitices againſt Law ; to have Men hang'd up for de- 
ſcrting in time of Peace againſt Law ; to have Popiſh 
Chappels, Jeſuits Schools, and the Conventicles, open'd 
againſt Law : In a word, his Reſolution, as well as his 
Practice, did ſhew, that the Laws were not intended to 
be made the Rule of his Government. This is the True 
State of King Fames's Government, and This is incon- 
ſiſtent with that Eſſential of our Conſtitution, of Go- 
verning according to Law. 

Now it, my Lord, it be the Eſſence and the Defini- 
tion of the King in our Government, that -He is One 
who governs the People commitred to his charge * ac- 
cording to Law, how can we reckon in this Rank the 
late King from the time He was ſo reſolutely ſer upon 
governing againg{t Law? In our Conſtitution, He that 
does not govern by Law, does not govern atall ; and 
He that does nor, nor will not govern at all, cannot 
nor Will not*be King; but ccaſes to be ſuch from the 
time He makes his Own Will, or his Evil Counſellors 
Advices, the Rule of his Government, and not the 
Laws. 

I had almoſt forgot another Inſtance of the late 
King's Diſpenſing Power, and thar was his laying aſide 
thoſe Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, which yet 
are the grounds of moſt Mens {cruples. How can this 
be lookt upon otherwiſe than as a Condemnation of 
the Oaths as unlawful? and if they were ſo, we have 
the late King's Judgment alſo againſt che Obligation of 
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bi theſe two Oaths; for if He to whom the Oaths were 
taken, thought them unlawful, then are chey certainly 
fallen as to Him. This is, if a Perſon who had a 
Bond from another, which he lookt upon as unjuſt, 
ſhould give ic him up, and conſefit to the cancelling 
of it. | 
So that, my Lord, it the breaking Oe of our Fun- 
damentals, by not governing according to Law, do not 
make ſuch a Perſon ceaſe being King, yer that breach 
of the Other, the aſſuming a Legiſlative Power, which 
quite alters and tears up the whole Frame of. our Con- 
{tirution, cannot do leſs than thake his Right to the 
| ©» the Lavse Government, who was ſo ſolicicous to deſtroy it. He 
| of K. Ew. the that will not govern as King of England, will not go- 
6 vern at all; and it He continue in this humour, as the 
Rex autem ad late King did, from the time of aſſuming his Arbitrary 
hoc ef: Conſti- Diſpenſing Power, how can he be longer King ? and if 
tar; #8" He ceaſed tobe King by his leaving off to govern, the 
& popu Do- Qarhs to Him were as much art an end, as if He had 
mni—> & ceaſed at the ſame time to live. And as the Oaths could 
regat, &* ab X IO . 
injuries de- Certainly have no further Obligation ro Him, when He 
fendar, — had diveſted himſelf of his Kingly Power, by deſtroy- 
[20193 nul ing that very Government whereby, and in which He 
Regs in o Was King, {o did the Declaration about taking up Arms 
conſt abit. uDon no pretence againſt the King tall with them. That bl 
Declaration every one will grant me, was made for the Fi 
preſervation of the Government, which the lake King 
rook ſuch indefarigable care to deſtroy. 
That Declaration was neyer intended for the deſtry- 
ion and ruin of our Government; and yer it muſt 
be the ruin of the Government, if it puts it into a 
King's hands, to turn Tyrant without controul, and to 
ſubvert our Legal Conſtitution, and undo a Nation | 
without gainſaying; and therefore that Declaration was } 
intend- 


concerning the Freſent Seftiement. 
intended for the ſecurity of, and was to be made to, a 
King governing by Law, and therefore did not con- 
cern the late King from the hour He ſer up his own 
Will againſt the Laws, and his own Power againſt that 
of the whole Kingdom in Parliament. 

This, my Lord, .is the firſt Caſe whereby a King 
ceaſes to Govern, or to be a King. for they are ſyno- 
nymous. I think by the Inſtances I have produc'd, and 
the Arguments I have offered, it may reaſonably appear 
that the Jate King had ſubverted* our Government, and 
deſtroyed his own ſhare of enjoying the Kingly Autho- 
rity in it, and thereby ceaſed ro be King : and if once 
He ceaſed ro be ſuch, no body will deny that the 
Obligation of all Oaths to Him as King did expire at 
the ſame time. 

Bur ſince,my Lord,we have commonly receiy'd a very 
tranſcendent Notion of our Monarchy, which will not 
al.ow the Deſtructive Practices I have now mention- 
ed, nor worle than theſe, to make a forfeiture of the 
Kingly Power here, or to be. the Subverſion of our 
Monarchs Rights, whatever they be of the Peoples, I 
ſhall wave the inſiſting further upon this Head. - 

Let it then be ſuppoſed for that Opinion's ſake, 
that the King does not deſtroy his own Right, or the 
Exerciſe of his Royal Authority, tho' He docs deſtroy 
our Conſtitution by ruling diretly againſt the Laws, 
and making Laws by his own Power. The next Enqui- 
ry is, Whether a King can lay down his Government, 
and diveſt himſelf of all Authority, and whether King 
James, did not voluntarily leave his Government by 
withdrawing himſelf out of the Kingdom, and making 
no proviſion for the Publick? | 

No body will diſpute with me, that a King cannor 


lay down his Goyernment ; The Caſe of the .Emperour 
| Charles 
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Charles the Fifth, and, which comes nearer our own 
concern, that of the Queen Chriſtian of Sweden, are 
Inſtances of. ir, beyond oppoſition, And I think ir 
would be as little diſputed, , that the Jate King James did 
by a voluntary withdrawing himſelf out of the Kirg- 
dom recede as fully from his Government, if theſe few 
things were fairly conſider'd. 

Firſt , That he was at that time of withdrawing 
_ himſelf, actually upon a Treaty wich the Prince of 
Orame, and had Three Lords Commiſſioners with 
Him, who gave the King ſuch an account of their Ne- 
potiation, in a Letter brought to Him the very night 
He withdrew, that He himſelf could nor but give this 
Juſt Character of the Prince's Propoſals, as to ſay of 
them, That they were fairer than he could or did ex- 
pett ; ſo that the King had no reaſon then to he atraid 
of his Perſon, but might have continued with ſecurity 
in his Palace, and taken care of the Government, and 
called juch a Parliament as both Himſelf and the Prince 
deſired, which might have quietly and effcctually ſer- 
led this Nation, and prevented all ill conſequences to 
his Perſon or ro his Afﬀairs. 

Secondly, That it was the Deſign of the Popiſh Par- 
try to perſwade him to withdraw himſelf ; their End in 
it being to put us thereby inro Confuſion. This they 
did not boggle to {peak out; the Lord Dover and 
Mr. Breat made no ſecret of it, bur ſaid it more than 
once, that the King would withdraw himſelf out of the 
Kingdom, above a Fortnight betore He did it. Nor 
were theſe Two the only Perſons in this Secret and of 
this Opinion. Jn the Tetter that was ſent down to 
the King, while He was at Sa/isbury with his Army, 
and can be produced, He was told, that it was the 
Unanimous Advice of all the Catholicks here at Lozx- 
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and went to Rome: ſince in both Caſes the Govern- 
ment of theſe Two Princes was equally at an end, but 
our condition the worſe of the' two, ſince Queen Chri- 
; ftina left the Government to her Kinſman , bur our 
F:--M King left us to the Rabble, and his disbanded Army. 
y - There is one Objeion, my Lord, which I have of 
£ ren heard made againſt this, thar tho' che late King, 
3 out of a groundlefs fear, or for any other reafon or de- 
ſign wharſoever, did voluntarily withdraw himſelf our 
; of the Kingdom, yet- this ought not to be accounted 8 
3} compleat Ceſlion or Dereliction of the Government, 
b,- unlefs it could be proved withal, that there was not | 
Aninns revertend;, that he never intended to return . | 
£O US MOTe, 
But 


held 


Ft dor, that He ſhould come back from thence, and with- 
re draw Himſelf out of the Kingdom , and leave us in 
ir j$ Confuſion, afſuring Him, that within Two Years or 
id || leſs we thould be in fuch Contufions, that He might 
o- | rerurn, and have his Fuds of as, as their phraſe was. 
1 Now it the King was pleas'd to take ſuch deſperate 

1 Counſtllors Advice, and thereupon to withdraw Him- 
o ſelf out of the Kingdom, and command his Army to 
of be let loofe upon the People by disbanding them at 
ſuch a JunCture, I can ſee nothing herein to make his 
>- going away involuntary. | 
Wa If then his withdrawing Himſelf out of the Kingdom | 
's was done out of dce(ign and willingly, He did as effe- | 
f Aually diveſt Himfeit pro tempore of the Government, | 
I as if He had left a formal Reſignation of the Kingdom | 
1 behind him, arreſted by all his Privy-Counſellors hands; | 
7 and our Allegiance to him did fall wyth it, and our | 
1 Oarths did no more oblige now, than the. Oaths taken 
2 ro Chriſtina Queen of Sweden did, when ſhe reſign'd, | 


But this ObjeQion is of no weight in the Caſe of a 
Kingdom. For, whether the King intended to return 
back any morc, or no, ſignifies nothing hercin, ſince 
the withdrawing Himſelf , and making no manner of 
Proviſion for the Government and Safety of the Na- 
tion, did actually pur an end to his Government at 
leaſt for thar time; and our Conſtitution can no more 
than any other Government in the World be left in 
ſuch a Cendition, or can bez ſaid to (ubſilt in ſuch a 
Caſe; and it is again(t all the ſenſe and reaſon of Man- 
kind to think that any Nation either will or ought to 
continue without a ſettlement till ch2 Governor, who 
hath left it unawares and in confuſion, will be plcaſed to 
think of returning. Does any one believe, that it rhe 
late King (when He withdrew) intended not to return 
theſe ten Years, that we of this Nation ſhould have 
continued in the Anarchy He left us, and have no Go- 
vernment till He would come back? Amonz all our 
Diſcontents, | hope none can be found ſo weak to ima- 
gine this ; and the fame reaſon I am furc holds as fully 
againſt his leaving us one Month as ten Years. So that 
whether the late King fntended to return or no when 
He went away, He ccaſed to govern us; and the very 
fame moment He was plecas'd to leave off governing, 
by withdrawing himſelf , He cancel!l'd che Obligation 
of all Oaths and Allegiance ro Him as King. 

But beyond all this, I can grant, my Lord that the 
lacc King, from the very time of his withdrawing, nay, 
from the very minute of reſolving to do ir, had A4nz- 
mum revertendi, did intend to return to us. I do be- 
lieve, that thoſe Papiſts which adviſed him ro with- 
draw. did deſign that He ſhould return ; and that He 
himſelf did concur in both reſolutions. But what was 


He to return for? Was it not to have his Ends of as? 
% What 


= 
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What thoſe Ends are, I ſuppoſe no- Preteſtant needs 
be rold, none of thoſe who make this Objection, can - 
doubt of it ſince his late coming to re/and. Should 
we have waited then till the late King could return with 
his borrowed Forces from Fraxce, to deſtroy our Pro: 
reſtant eſtabliſht Religion, and our Civil Conſtitution, 
becauſe He had Animum revertend;; and therefore nor 
have fetled and provided for the Nations ſafety 2 Was 
the King's Government not at an end, tho' He had with- . 
drawn himſelf from us, and left no Proviſion, becauſe 
He was reſolved to come back to deſtroy our Religion, 
and to be reveng'd -of the Nation? My Lerd. I think 
ſuch an Azimus revertendi to be fo far trom making the 
Dereliction lame and void, that ir is as good a Proof 
of making the late King's Action a compleart Derelicti- 
on, as it He had left it atteſted under his Hand and 
Great Scal, thar He wou!d never return to us, or this 
Goyernment more. 

For my own part, lam perſuaded, that the late King 
withdrew himſelf voluntarily, and by the Advice of 
Popith Counlels out of this Kingdom ; Iam perſuaded 
that He went off with an Animus revertend:i; and I 
am as fully perſuaded that the Intention of his rerurn- 
ing was to ruin our Properties and Laws, and to deſtroy 
our Reformed Religion or, to put it into the Popiſh 
Dialect, to have his Ends of as : From the firſt of thele; 
ro wit his withdrawing voluntarily, I am ſatisfied that 
the late King James's Government and -our Allegiance 
ro Him are Tony and the laſt of them, the Intention 
of his Return, will I hope ſatisfie all others as much as it 
has done me. that we have no tempting reaſons either 
to wait for the late King's Return, or to accept of his 
Government, it He ſhould get back. —"G77p._ _. 
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I muſt now,,my Lord; go on to another Conſidera- 
tion, for there are ſome who arte little ſatisfied, not- 
withſtanding all the Evidence that can be offered, abour 
the King's voluntary withdrawing himſelf, as they were 
at his miſgovernment, being urged as the deſtruction 
of his Royal Dignity : And tho' theſe Gentlemen have 
not agreed with me hitherto, yet in this laft Conſide- 
ration they muſt concur with me; and that is, That the 
late King was conquered by the Prince of Orange, and 
driven away involuntarily at leaſt : So that if by this 
Conqueſt He was put out of the condition of Govern- 
ing and ProteRing us, we were as much depriv'd of 
the liberty of paying Obedience to him, who was now 
driven from us. | 

The Buſineſs to be examin'd here is, What ſort of 
a Conqueſt this was, and whether it was a juſt one 
fuch a one , as by reaſon of which the People of 
England might lawfully ſubmit ro the Conquerour of 
their King ? 

To begin with the Expedition of his (then) High- 
nefs the Prince of Orange, there appears to be all the 
Reaſons in it that could juſtifie tuch an Invaſion, or 
make a Conqueſt juit and good. The Prince was no 
Subje&t of Eng/and, but a Soveregin Prince who made 
this Deſcent into our Nation againſt our late King in 
defence of his own. Rights, as well as of ours: and 
therefore his Action could upon no account be ſtil'd a 
Rebellion. | 

But the Cauſe of his Expedition is above all other 
things to be enquired after, for that muſt be the chief 
—_— can juſtifie the Revolution here, and ought 
to. be highly reaſonable, and ſuch as can give fatista- 
ion to all wiſe and indifferent Men; ſince _- the 

rince 
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Prince of Oravge were never ſo much a Sovereign Prince, 
yer if he had not a very juſtiftable Reaſon of coming 
hither with an Army, his Expedition had been alroge- 
cher 2 moſt unaccountable Action , and his Conqueſt 
unjuſt. 

Now to give all the farisfaftion requiſite to this 
juſteſt Scruple, the Princes Reaſons for coming hither in 
that manner, appear to be as juſt and as good, as his 
Succeſs was great ; and if ever one Prince's Invaſion 
of another Prince's Kingdom were ro be juſtified, rhe 
Prince of Orange's was, For, to inſtance in one or two 
of theſe Reaſons, He himſelf, as well as his Princeſs, 
had moſt undoubted Right to the Succeſſion of the 
Crown of Eng/and, and the Dominions belonging to it, 
after the death of the late King Fames. This Right was 
notoriouſly ſet aſide, or made wholly uſeleſs ro Them, 
by the Arts and Counſels of thoſe Papiſts who were 
about the King and did influence him. The Impoſture 
of a pretended Prince of Wales was thought of, and 
pitcht upon as the moſt effeftual Bar to either of Their 
Titles, and did {et Them (as well as Her Royal High- 
neſs, the Princeſs Any of Dexmark) afide, and deprive 
All Three together of their Rights of Succeſſion, and 
provide effectually againſt a Proteſtant Succeſſor, the 
only Perſon the People then in Power at Court were 
afraid of. 

But to wave the Inftance of the ſetting up a pre- 
rended Prince of Wales betwixt theſe Proteſtant Prin- 
ces and their Right of Succeſſion, becauſe the Proof of 
that Impoſture has not been laid open as it might have 
been to the World, and therefore cannot 1o ſtrictly be 
inſifted upon ; tho' moſt people, even thoſe who are 
diſſatisfied about the - preſent Settlement; are ſatisfied of 


the Impoſture : the Right of Succeſſion, which was in 
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the Two Royal Princeſſes, and the Prince of Oraxge, 
was made wholly uſeleſs to Them, by the late King's 
putting the Government. of - patt ot the Dominions of 
the Crown cf Z:g/and into {uch hands, as would not 
deliver them up or fubmit to 2ny Proteſtant Succeſſor. 
Treland is an evident proot of this, where ail Offices 
Civil and Military, contrary co the Laws of the Land, 
were put into Popiſh Hands, and ſuch a Bigotted 7r:fh 
Papitt was made their Governour, as that whatever 
Rogueries or Violences the Papiſts ſhould be guilty of 
towards the Britiſh Proteſtants among them , they 
ſhould never need to fear being call'd to account, being 
certain that his own manavement of the Government, 
as well as his Religion, would keep him from ever deli- 
vering up /rcland to any Proteſtant, while He had rhe 
Sword in his hands, and ſuch a throughly Popiſh Army 
at his Command. | 
Now in this caſe. when 7re/and was wholly given up 


into ſuch hands, and Scor/aud was almoſt in the ſame 


condition, and Fng/and ready to be pur into the ſame, 
it was high time for the Prince of Oranze to aſſert his 
own and his Princeſſes Right ; and it was moſt reaſfon- 
able for Him by all juſtifiable Ways and Means to 
prevent their being debarr'd their Righr of Inheritance 
of theſe Kingdoms, by brinying the late King to rea- 
ſonable Terms, or by depriving Him of the power 
of doing Them or. their Right any further Miſchief 
herein. \ 

This therefore, together with the Prince's Concern 


for our Religion and our Laws, which were violated in 
ſo high a degree by the late King, and with which His 
own. Right of Succeſſion was interwoven, was a moſt 


juſt Reaſon for the Prince of Oranges coming with an 
armed force ; and if the King would rather pur things 
to 
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to the hazard of Battels, than the decifion'of a free and 
keal Parliament, no bedy elfe could help it: and if his 
Army would neither fight for, nor ſtand by him, bur 
ſuffer Him to be driven our of his Dominions, it was 
becauſe He had taken ſufficient care to ler all of them, 
as well as the reſt of the Nation know how very unjuſt 
the War will be on his part, and how very unreafon- 
able it would be for them. who were the greateſt part 
of them Proteſtants, to aſſiſt Him in depriving his Chil- 
dren of the Hereditary Rights of Succeliion and ruining 
the Church of Erg/and, and. the happy Conſtitution 
of our Ergliſh Government. Such Confidcrations as 
theſe made rhe 'late King's Army ſo uſeleſs ro Him, and 
the Prince's Victory fo ecaſie to Him , whoſe buſineſs 
was not to Conquer here, but to do Himſelf and His 
Princeſs Right, and to preſerve our Government in 
Church and State ; which if He had ramely look on, 
and ſuffer'd to be deſtroy'd, His own Right would moſt 
infallibly have ſunk with chem, being ſo entirely link. 
with them. 

Here ſome will be ready to call upon me, and tell 
me that it the Prince was a Conquerour, then all our 
Rights and our Poſleſſions are in his hands, and at his 
diſpoſal; and that our condicion is far from being 
mended, ſince we are by this Conqueſt in that ſtate 
which the late King was labouring to bring us to, {ub- 
jeted abſolutely in our Perſons and Fortunes to the 
Arbitrary Will of a Conquerour. Bur it is. very cafe to 
anſwer this fearful Suggeſtion,by ſhewing them, that the 
King alone was conquered,and not the Nation with him. 
The Prince in his Declaration had aſſured rhe Nation, 
that his only deſign of appearing in Arms here, was to 
{ſecure his own and Their Rights, and He did there- 
upon conjure them to aſliſt Him in ſo good and fo _ 
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a Deſign; which the Nation did, either by not aiding 


che King, or by Riſing up inſeveral parts of the King- 
dom for him : ſo that here was a True Contract be- 
twixt the Prince of Orange and the Nation, which hath 
been faithfully obſerved, the Rights of the Nation being 
entirely preſery'd to them, and not one of them inva- 
ded, nor the leaſt pretence to a Conqueſt oyer the 


| Nation made by Him. Thus, my Lord, we fee our 


Rights are ſecure, notwithſtanding the late King loſt 
his, by bringing upon himſelf the necefficy of being dri- 
ven out of his Dominions and conquer'd, rather than he 
would do the Prince and the Nation that Right which 
He was obliged to, by the Laws and by his Coronation 
Oath. 

Now, ſince the late King did loſe his Kingdom by 
theſe means and upon theſe accounts, and was pur out 
of the capacity of either Governing or Protecting thoſe 
who were his Subjecs,it is become as impoſlible for us 
to perform Allegiance to Him, as it is for him to Go- 
vern us; and ſince the Prince and Frinceſs of Orange, 
by reaſon of this Conqueſt of the King, and by Virtue 
partly of their own Hereditary Right, and partly of 
the Conſent of the Nation aſſembled in Convention, 
are in Poſſeſſion of the Crown of England, and do 
Protect and Govern the Nation according to the Laws 
of the Realm , and have taken the Coronation Oath, 
that they will always continue to do {o; the only Que- 
ſton is, Whether our Allegiance in {ſuch a caſe is not 
transfer'd from the late King (who was juſtly conque- 
red, who does not govern us, and can no further prote&t 
us) unto thoſe Perſons who are now inveſted with the 
Regal Power, and'in poſſeſſion of the Government, and 
do. protect the Nation? © ' © ee 


The 


concerning the Frefent Settlement. 

The Reſolution of this Cafe would have bfen very 
readily made by any of us, had Providence placed us 
upon the Continent, in thoſe Countries which have 
lately been, and now are like to be, the Seat of War, 
and notin an lſland fo happily ſecured from the fudden 
Deſcent of Encmies. Had we lived in Germany or Flan- 
ders for example, we ſhould have learnt how far Alle- 
giance is necefiary, and when it may be transferr'd 
trom the Prince conquered ro the Conqueror. No 
prudent Man thinks the People of any Town in Flax- 


ders perjur'd, becauſe, notwithſtanding their former 


Oaths to rheir Hereditary Prince the King of Spaiy, 
the fortune of War neceſſitates rhem to take new Oaths 
of Allegiance to a Conqueror. And, I think Men ought 
ro make the very ſame Judgment of things here, That 
ſince the Government of King Fames is at an end, the 
Oaths to him have no further force ; and that ſince He 
was fairly conquered by that Prince, whom He was 
endeavouring to deprive of his Right of Succefſion ro 
the Crown of Exz/and, and is by that altogether inca- 
pacitated from governing and protecting us, our Alle- 
giance either wholly ceaſes, or is ſyperieded as to Him, 
and We may in our Circumſtances give ſecurity to the 
Government , and pay Allegiance for that Protection 
we enjoy from it. 

This, my Lord is agreeable to the Laws and Pra- 
Rice of. all Countries, ro the Laws of our own Nation, 
to Reaſon, and, which is more, unto Scripture it ſelf. 
I need not trouble your Lordſhip much with ſhewin 
its. agreement with the Laws of Nations, fince almo 
every day's Practice doth give Inſtances of ic; whereby 
Peop'e and Countries that were under their own Sove- 
reign Princes. and had raken Oaths of Fealty to Him, 
are by the Fortune of War made another Prince's =_ 

; Fas, 
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jets, and may lawfully according to the Law of Na- 
tions transfer their Allegiance to their new Lord. 
The Reaſon of all rhis is founded upon the Nature and 
End of Government it ſelf, upon that mutual Obliga- 
tion which is ſuppoſed ro be betwixt a Prince and his 
People, who upon his Power and his Promiſe of pro- 
refting them in their Lives and in their Properties, do 
engage to perform Allegiance , and to bear Faith ro 
Him : now this ſtipulation does naturally fall, when 
fuch a Prince is no longer AZle or no longer Willing to 
protect them, and the {ame Reaſon which obliged them 
to pay their Allegiance to that Prince, does direct them 
now to transfer it from Him who is by the Fortune of 
War diſabled from aftording Protection, to the Con- 
querour, who will engage to protect them, and does 
preſerve them in their Perſons and their Eſtates, and in 
all their ancient Legal Securities. | 

And as this cannot be denied to be the Practice and 
the Law of all Countries abroad, ſo the Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms of our own Kingdom do not only countenance 
ſuch a transferring of Allegiance to a Conquerour, ' but 
do indempnific the paying Allegiance to a meer King 
de fatto who may be an uſurper, and the defending 
Him in his Government - Thus in the Statute made 
the Eleventh Year of Henry VII. Chap 1. it is decla- 
red to be againſt all Laws, Reaſon, and g10d Conſcience, 
that Subjetts going with their Sovereign Lord in Wars, 
attending upon Him in his pe1 ſon, or being in other places 
by his commandment within the Land or without , any 
thing ſhould loſe or forfeit for doing their Duty and Ser- 
vice of Allegiance ; and it is enatted by the King, by the 
Advice and 4fſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and the Commons in Parliament aſſembled , that from 
henceforth uo manner of Perſon or Perſons whatſoever He 

| 07 


concerning the I reſent Oertlement. "Ih - 
or They be, that attend upon the King, and Soveraigu bv 
Lord of this Land 02 the time being, i» hi perſon, \\1.55;>. 
and do Him true and faithful ſervice of Allegiance y 4 WET N 
the ſame, or be in other places by his command in his - © - © 
Wars within this Land or without : that for the ſaid = © 
deed, and true duty of Atlegtance, Ze or They be ix 
0 wiſe convitt or attaint of High-Treaſon, ne of other 
Offences for that Cauſe, by Ad of Parltament, 02 0- 
therwiſe, by any Þ2oceſs of Law, whereby he, or any 
of them ſhall loſe or forfeit Life, Lands, Tenements, 
Rents, Poſſe ſions, Fereditaments, Goods, Chattels, or any 
other thing : but to be for that deed or ſervice ut- 
terly diſcharg'd of any YVexation, Trouble or Loſs. 

This Law doth authoriſe any SubjeX to pay his 
Allegiance to the King in being ; and does ſecure him 
again(t all Penalties for the ſame ; and therefore reaches 
our Caſe, where there is not 4 bare - Poſleſſion,. but all 
the Right that Conqueſt can give. 

and in the famous Act of Parliament concernin 
Treaſons, the'z5th of Edward III. my Lord Coke fays,: cops miti- 
that by the King, againſt whom Treaſon is committed. tures, Pans. 3 
in that Statute, is meant the King in poſſeſſion of the Z;,2 Teh 
Throne, whatever his Right to it be. Theſe, my-Lord, 
are his own words, Thu Af is to be underſtood of a 
King in poſſeſſion of the Crown and Kingdom : for if there 
be a King Regnant in poſſeſſion, although he be Rex de 
facto & non Rex de Jure, ye? 7s He Seignior le Roy 
within the purview of this Statute. And the other that 
hath right and is out of poſſeſſion is not within this A. 
Nay, if Treaſon be committed againft a King de taQto 6 
non de Jure, aud after the King de Jure cometh to the 
Crown, He ſhall puniſh the Treaſon done to the King de 
facto: and a Pardon granted by a King de Jure, that 3s 


not alſo de tao, is void. 
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This is ſufficient to ſhew the ſence of our Laws in 
this caſe, and for its being agreeable to Reaſon to transfer 
our Allegiance in the Circumſtances mentioned, I have 
already 1n part proved this, and I think it may be fairly 
deduced turther trom the Writings of that great and 
excellent Caſuiſt Biſhop Sanderſon, whom all will allow 
to be a very competent Judge of the DiCtates of Rea- 
ſon. Whoever will read his Caſe of the Engagement, 
may find a great deal to this purpoſe, but I intend on- 
ly to inſiſt on what he hath delivered in his Fifth Pre- 
le4ion concerning the Obligation of Conſcience, where 
he diſputes for, and gives ſeveral reaſons for the pay- 
ing obedience to the Laws, and ſubmitting to the Go- 
vernment even of an unlawful Uſurper ; and he puts 
this very caſe, that where any one, having driven awa 
by violence the lawful Prince and true Heir of the King- 
dom, or having oppreFt him ſo far as that he is unable to 
ſtand up for his own Right, doth, while the other is ſtill 
living, take the Government upon him, and att as King, 
when he is in reality rather an Uſurper than a King, and 
it is pat doubt that downright Injury is done (to the op- 
preſſed Prince). If it be askt, (lays he) what 7 think a 
good Subjedt ſhould do in this caſe, who hath taken an 
Oath of Fealty to his lawful Prince, or if he have not 
taken ſuch an Oath, yet is as much obliged to the Prince, 
as if he had ſworn it ; My opinion is, that it is. not only 
lawful for a good Subjett to pay obedience to the Laws 
made by him that has the Supreme Power only de facto, 
and not de jure, and to do what other things are com- 
manded by him, ( ſo that nothing baſe or unju$t be com- 
manded ) but that it is neceſſary oftentimes for him to 
do theſe things, and that he ſhould be wanting to his 
own Duty if he did not (Mx). 
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What I would gather from this Caſe, put by the 
Great Biſhop 1s, that it ſuch obedience be lawful, and 
very often neceſſary to one who is a meer Uſurper by 
unlawful Violence, the leaſt he would have determined 
in our circumſtances, muſt have been, that Obedience 
might lawtully be paid to our preſent King and Queen, 
who come to the Throne either by its being left emp- 
ty by the laſt King, or by a lawtul and juſt Conquelt. 
And what the Biſhop has afterwards urged in the Caſe 
of his Violent Uſurper, that, notwithſtanding the obe- 
dience to him, the Fealty due to the lawful Prince mu$t 
be preſerved inviolate, and nothing done in prejudice of 
his Right, can have no place here ; ſince the late King 
tell perfe&tly from all Soveraigny here by deſertin 
his Government, and the Prince of Orange had a __ 
juſt cauſe of War againſt tym, and made as plain a 
conqueſt over him, neither of which can be brought 
within the Biſhop's Caſe : and therefore, if Subjects 
may, (to keep to the Biſhops Reaſons upon the Cale) 
for their own ſakes, for the preſervation of their Lives 
and Eſtates, and for the ProteQion they receive under 
thoſe who have poſleſſion of the Government, and 
for the Publick ſake, for the Trade and Commerce of 
the Nation upon which the Publick muſt ſubſiſt, live 
quietly under, and pay obedience to anuſurped Power ; 
every one of theſe Reaſons 1s more forcible upon us to 
pay our Obedience to their Preſent Majeſties, who have 
Right of Juſt Conqueſt, Right of Lawtul Succeſſion, and 
the Conſent and Recognition of the Nation in Conven- 
tion on their ſide. _ 

And as Reaſon has directed in ſuch circumſtances to 
transfer Obedience to the Conquerour, under whom 
we can live ſafe and in quictnelſs, fodoes the Scripture 
it {elf, the Beſt Rule we can deſire in our Caſe. As 
E' 23 the 
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A LETTER 10 aBiſhop 

the Scripture commands, under the greateſt Penalties, 
Subjection to the Supreme Power, ſo it does not put 
men upon the Rack about the Right of Governours, or 
upon examining who has or who has not the true Right 
to a Crown ; but dire&ts Obedience to the Powers in 
being, to thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of the Supreme 
Power, how {mall ſoever their claim to it may be. 
This I can make evident, my Lord, from the Inſtances 
of ſome in the Old Teſtament, and of thoſe to whom 
our Lord Feſus himſelf and his Apoſtles did fo ſtrictly 
command Obedience in the New. 

Upon the Death of Jofrah King'of Fudah, the Peo- 
ple of Judah took Jehoahaz, who was the fourth and 
youngeſt Son of Fofrah, and anointed him, [ which was 
done by the Chief Prieſt } and made him King in his 
Father's ſtead, ſetting aſide the Right of his Three El- 
der Brothers, 2 Xings 23. 30. Now that Jehoahaz was 
Shallum no one will doubt, that will compare this place 
out of the 2.4. Book of Xings with Feremzah 22. Per. 11. 
and that Shalum was the youngeſt Son of four he can 
no more doubt that will conſult x Chroz. 3. 15. 4n this 
Inſtance we do not find the Scripture condemn the 
peoples paying Allegiance to this Prince thus ſet up ; 
but on the contrary, God calls upon them by the Pro- 
phet Feremiah, ( Ferem. 22. 10,11, 12.) to weep ſore 
for him that goeth away, who was to return no more, 
nor {ce his Native Country ; that is, to lament for their 
King Shallam or Fehoahaz, who was carried by Pha- 
raoh Nechoh into Egypt, and was to die there. 

After the Depoſition of Shallam, Pharaoh Nechoh, 


| who was his Conquerour, made El:akim King, whom 


he called by the name of Jehoiakim, tho' he was but 
the ſecond Brother : and no notice is taken of the 
eldeſt Brother Fohanay, who, if he was then living, 
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was certainly the true Heir to that Crown. This 
Fehoiakim reign'd eleven years, 2 Xings 23. 36. in 
the third whereof he was conquer'd by Nebachad: 
vezzar King of Babel, Dan. 1. 1. who atterward took 
him away, and ſet up his Son Jehozachin or Feconia or 
Conia in his ſtead. But he continued on the Throne 
but three Months, for Nebuchadnezzar came again and 
beſieged Jeruſalem, to whom Jehojachin ſurrendred him- 
ſelf, and was by him carried into captivity. Then Ne- 
buchaduezzar made his Unkle Zedekzah King, who was 
the third of tzoſe four Brothers, x Chron. 3. 16. and 
he reigned near eleven years as King of Judah, while 
the eldeſt Brotier Johanan was living, and the ſecond 
Brother perhaps Jehozachim in the Babylontian's hands ; 
without all doubr, if Fehozakim was dead, his Son Jeho- 
Jachin the riglit Heir and the true King was living, for 


- we find him releasd out of Priſon after 37 Years, 


2 Kings 25. 27, during all which time we never find 
God complaining of the peoples ſubmitting and paying 
Allegiance to this King Zedetzah that was ſet up by 
Nebuchadnezzar ; but we meet with Jeremiah's Lamen- 
tation taken up for this very King, whom he calls, 
The Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord, 


(Lamentations 4. 20.) tho' he was made King, while 


the true King and Heir of that Crown was alive. Here 
we have a Subje&t made King, and ſet up againſt the 
true King by the Conquerour, whoſe power herein God 
did ſo far approve as to call Zedekiah's detection from 


his Fealty to Nebuchadnezzar (x) (whole power over &) — 


Fudah was no more than what a Conqueſt and an un- *”* 
juſt one too did give) a Rebellion, and to give him 
and all that belonged to him up to Deſtruction and 
Captivity for it. Whoever will reflect upon theſe Ex- 


amples, will ſee how far the people were from being 
CON- 
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T to 4 Bilhop - 
condemned, or diſcouraged from transferring their Al- 
legiance to theſe four Kings: the firſt of which Jehoa- 
haz, was ſet up by the People againſt the Right Line 
and betore his Three Elder Brethren ; the ſecond Fe- 
hoiakim, was by a Conqueror made King betore his El- 
der Brother Johayan ; the third Jehozachin, was let up 
againſt his own Father ; and the fourth was of a Sub- 
jet made a King, while the True King and Rightful 
Heir was {till in being. 
There is another thing very obſervable here, and that 
is about the Oaths taken to Kings, who were ſuch 
meerly by conqueſt. It was the manner of the Sub- 
jects of 1ſrael and Fudah to take Oaths of Obedience 
to their Kings,as one may very juſtly collect from that 
paſſage in-Ecclefraſtes 8. 2. where the Preacher adviſes 
to keep the King's Commandment, and that in regard o 
the Oath of God, that is, of the Oath of Obedience 
which the Subject had taken to the King. Now this 
Oath was ſivorn, not only to King's of God's own ap- 
pointment, or to their Hereditary Succeſlors, but to 
thoſe who had no other Title or Right than that of 
Conqueſt, when ſuch Conquerours requir'd it of them, 
tho' their own Princes were {till living. Thus Nebg- 
chadnezzar made Zedekiah ſwear by God (2 Chrox. 
36.13. with Ezekzel 17.13.) to be faithful to him, 
while his own Prince Fehojachin was yet alive ; and 
Zedekiah took Authority from Nebuchaduezzar to reign 
as King under him, wich he continued to do accord- 
ing to his Oath for ſome Years, but afterwards rebelf'd 
againſt the Conquerour. This Qath God did approve 
as lawtul, and calls it Ytne Dath, (Ezek. 17.19.) and 
_ held himſelf obliged to puniſh the breach of it, as he 
thould have done if Zedekiab had taken it to Fehojachin 
himſelf, and had broke it, ashedid the Oath in this caſe. 
Thus 1s plain from Ezek.17.15,16,18,19. And 
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And for thoſe Kings in the New Teſtament to whom 
Allegiance is fo ſtrictly commanded to be paid, it is 
moſt evident , that Augr/ſtus, and thofe after him, 
were direct Ulurpers upon the People and Senate of 
Rome, having gained the Supreme Power into their 
hands by Cratt and Arts, and chiefly by the aſſiſtance 
of the Soldiery, whoſe Right to diſpoſe of the Supreme 
Power over the People and Subje&ts of Rome I cannot 
hear that any man does maintain : and this was more 
particularly plain in the Advancement of Nero to the 
Throne by the Soldiery, whom his Mother Agrippina. 


had tampered with againſt Br/zannicus the laſt Empe-. 


rour's Son; and yet ths is the very Emperour to whom 


St. Paul teacheth Obedience, under pain of damnation, Rem-13-1,2-. 


for whom he exhorts the Chriſtians to put up Prayers 
and Supplications, that under him. (who had no better 
Right to that Government than-what I have juſt men-. 


tioned) they might lead quiet_ and peaceable Lives in. : Tim.2.1;2.. 


all godlinels and honeſty, 

Whoever, my Lord, wall compare our: preſent Caſe 
in England, with the Inſtances I have produc'd out of 
Scripture, cannot. deny. me, that.Scripture does allow 
the transferring of Allegiance in the Caſe of Conqueſt 
from one Prince to another ; ſome of the Inſtances do. 
reach further, which ſhew the Command for, and the- 
Practice of Obedience to, thoſe who had meerly the. 
Poſſeſſion of the Government, but no manner of Right. 
or Title to it. 

And now., my. Lord, I have diſpatch'd the Conſide-. 
ration of all your Lordſhip's Commands, and of all I; 
have been able co fay in fo narrow a Compaſs, and a-. 
midſt ſo many other nece{lary Avocations, upon this. 
Subject ; and yet I cannot conclude without examining. 
4 little their Reaſons and their. Intentions, who. are fo; 

little. 
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little ſatisfied with ours, or with the pretent Settlement. 

If the preſent Settlement of this Nation under their 
Majeſties does not give them fatistaCtion, and is tuch as 
they cannot with a Conſcience fubmit to; it muſt be 
becauſe they have ſworn Allegiance to another Perſon, 
to whom they believe it to be till due, becaute He'is 
{till alive. It they find themſelves under fuch an Obl#- 
gation, then their Endeavours or at leaſt their Wiſhes 
ought to be, that the late King might be recalled to his 
Government ; or that, if He be unkt tor Government, a 
Regency might be ſetled by the Conlent of the Nation 
in Parliament, He ſtill retaining the Title of King. Thefe 
Methods are the only ones that either themſelves, or 
any one for them thinks can falve their Allegiance. 
But examin them ſingly, and ſee whether they can. 

If the late King ſhould be recalled, cither it muſt be 
upon Terms and Conditions, or it muſt be without 
them. To recal Him to his Government without Con- 
ditions, I never yet met, nor heard ot one Proteſtant 
that was for it ; but they all cry out, upon Terms, or 
not at all ; upon Conditions, or weare all ruin'd in-our 
Properties, and ruin our Religion. On Queſtion then 
I have to make to theſe Gentlemen, and it is, By what 
branch of their Oath of Allegiance they are impower'd 
to make Conditions with the King ; and which of the 
Laws is it, that gives the Subjects ſuch an Authority 
over the King as to ofter them? They are abſolutely 
againſt recalling or receiving the late King back with- 
out Conditions. If ſo, then I will ſuppoſe that equitable 
Conditions were offered the late King : and I can ſu 
poſe very eaſily, that He will not be ſo obliged ; but 
requires to be admitted into the Poſſeſſion of his Crown 
without any other Terms than the Oath He took at his 
Coronation, and the Promiſes He then made of defend- 
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ing our Church and governing us by Law. In this caſe, 
upon their own grounds, theſe Gentlemen muſt reſolve 
to reſiſt his reſuming his Government, and muſt never 
admit him, if he will never condeſcend to Conditions ; 
and then I would know of them what is become of the 
whole Oath of Allegiance, or the Obligation their Con- 
{ſciences were formerly under by it. This Matter is too 
plain to need more words. | | 
But ſuppaſe Conditions for his retura were offered 
by the Nation, and accepted.by Him, and that as foon 
as He was {ſecure of his Throne, He forgot them all, as 
much as He did his Firſt Promiſe at Counci-Board, 
and his Coronation-Oath ; what mult be done in this 
State, when the Nation will be in ten times worſe con- 
dition than it was this time twelvemonth, when his Dt- 
ipenſing Power, and Arbitrary Government were at the 
height ; No Man can ſuppoſe Conditions of any worth, 
that have no ſecurity in them ; and the leaſt they can 
have in this caſe muſt be, that if the King breaks them, 
then He forteits the Benefit of them, to wit, his Reſtitu- 
tion to.his Government ; and we, as well as He, ſhoufd 
immediately be in the very condition we were in upon 
his leaving or loſing the Government. That ſuch would 
be our condition inevitably, is the eaſieſt thing in the 
Workd to prove. | 
For xf7, No Conditions made for the ſecuring Pro- 
perty to the Subject, and the Proteſtant Religion tothe 
Nation, can ſignifie any thing to Him who is governed 
wholly in all his Aﬀairs by French Counlels, and by the 
Jeſuits, who are not truer Enenues to our Reformed Re- 
ligion, than Frezch Counlels to the Liberty-and Pro- 
petty of Subjects. | 03 99g 
But 241y, His Religion is wholly inconſiſtent with 


our ſafety either in our Properties or in our Religion ; 


and this we have had experience enough of,- one: would 
F think, 
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think, already ; too much, to make us fond of trying 
the Experiment over again. Let it but be conſidered, 

tat by his Religion and by ſuch Power, He is obliged 

upon pain of torteiting his Kingdoms, to extirpate He- 

reticks, to deſtroy every Protcſtant in Eng/and ; and 

that by the Conditions made he will be at leaſt obliged 

to ſecure the Nation in their Proteſtant Religion, and 

in their Properties ; and then I would ask ſuch a Per- 

ſon, what the beſt and the ſateſt Conditions can avail 
in theſe circumſtances ? If an Obligation to deſtroy us, 
and an Obligation to preſerveus, be inconſiſtent ; and 
no Man in the world can perform both ; I think the 
talk about Conditions ought to be at an end, ſince there 
is no way to bring thele contradictions to agree. 

The Wiſeſt Part, my Lord, of thoſe who are diſlatis- 
fied do very eaſily ſee into the Vanity and Inconſiſtency 
of this Project about Conditions, and grant that they 
would be uſeleſs. And therefore ſince Conditions are 
vain, and that the late King was unfit tor Government, 
They were for having a Regency ſet up during the 
late King's Life, He retaining only the Title of King ; 
and this they thought would ſalve their Oaths to Him, 
and their Conſciences. But this cannot do the buſineſs, 
ſince 1t 1s plain that ſuch a Regency would have been 
as much againſt the Oath of Allegiance, as the preſent 

. Settlement ; and a ſubmitting to That would have 
been as dire a Violation of the Oath of Allegiance, as 
they ſuppoſe a ſubmuſſion to the preſent Settlement is. 

To prove this then : By a Regency the King would 
ave been diveſted of all Power, which the Regent muſt 
have been entruſted with ; of the Revenue too, which 
muſt be annext to the Power where-ever that is lodg'd, 
becauſe by it the Regent muſt have been ſupported in 
the Exerciſe of his Power ; He would have had no Com- 

mand nor Authority ft him , nothing but the bare 


Title 


concernmg t e Preſent Settlement. 


Title of King, and to have all buſineſs run-in his Name, 
though he have nothing to do with it. Now is not this as di- 
rely againſt the Oath of Allegiance asa thing can be* By 
the Oath, as long as ic obliges, every one is bound to preſerve 
co the King and maintain his Crown and Dignity. By a Re- 
gency the King is diveſted of all his Power and Authority of 
making Laws, of having the Militia in his hands, and of the 
Adminiſtration of the Government, which are the chief, if 


not only the branches of Royalty of his Crown and Dignity. 


And yet theſe Gentlemen chink that a Regency and their 
Oaths of Allepiance to the late King are conſiſtent z where- 
as by a Regency he is deprived of every thing but his bare 
Title, and by their Oaths of Allegiance they are bound to 
preſerve to Him every thing elſe as well as his Title. I 
can fee no more oppoſition 1n the preſent Settlement to the 
Oath of Allegiance, than would have been in their Regen- 
Cy, ſince the Kingly Power of K. Fames is equally deſtroy'd 
by both; and Oaths do concern Matters of Subſtance. and 
not meer Shadows, ſuch as the bare Title of a King is, where 
there is not the leaſt jot of power leit., So that there is not 
any conſiderable difference betwixt the preſent Settlement, 
and their Regency, upon the Oaths account ; and I won- 
der that ſo much ado ſhould be made, and much inſiſting 
upon Leaving to the late King the bare Title of King, where- 
asa Title is athing of no worth ; and if the Laws of St. E4- 
ward the Confeſlour might but be heard, this Controverſie 
about the meer Title would have fallen ; fince by them a. 
King by miſgovernment, werns nomen regs perdit, forfeits the 
Title of King as well as the Power. 

But I will ſuppoſe further, that this proje& of a Regency 
had taken, and that a Regent had been choſen for the late 
King's Lite, I muſt now ask what they would done wich the 
King himſzIlf ? eicher They muſt have had him kepr in fate 
cuſtody, or let him as he did, eſcape away. If they would 
have had kim fecured, I would fain know whether ic had 
been conſiſtent with thac Oath of Allegiance which they rook 
to King James, and chink chemſelves obliged [till by. But if 
He was to be let go whether he would, and ſhould have got 
back into Ergland with the ſame afliftance by which He is 
now got into Ergland, I ask them whether they _ not 
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look upon themſelves as obliged to defend that Regency 
which was ſet up for the abſolute Good of the Nation, and 
to which they had ſworn Allegiance 3 and whether this 
would not have obliged Them to oppoſe King James, who 
was come to break the Regency; and, tho” all had judg'd 
him, and knew him unfic for Government, was yet for re- 
gaining ir by force. Either They muſt, notwithſtanding his 
Unfitneſs for our Government, have quietly ſubmitted be- 
cauſe* of their former Oath of Allegiance to Him, or they 
muſt in defence of the Regency-havz fought againſt the late 
King himſelf, notwithſtanding that former Oath to Him. 

My Lord, if thoſe diſſatisfied Gentlemen who were for the 
Regency will but refle& upon what I have been able to ſay 
about it, I do not fear their being any longer of opinion that 
a Regency was the only way could ſettle the Narion in ſafe- 
ty, and ſecure mens Conſciences in peace ; and I hope They 
will for the future not be fo ſharp and ſevere againſt the pre- 
ſent Settlement, as contrary to our Oaths of Allegiance ; 
ſince I have ſhewn, that their own Regency is every jot as 
much. TI humbly beg of them, that they would examine 
things impartially, and lay by all prejudices upon other ac- 
counts, and then Iam confident that they which did deſire 
and contend for a Regency notwithſtanding their late Oaths 
of Allegiance, will ſee reaſon to ſusmit to the proſent Setthe- 
ment under their Majeſties notwithſtanding thoſe very Oarths, 
which I am ſure are no more againſt the preſent Settlemenc 
than againſt their Regency. 

I am afraid I have tired your Lordſhip, and muſt beg par- 
don for this tedious Letter ; which, tho' it ſhould be ſo un- 
happy as to do no ſervice to any of thoſe perſons for whom 
it was deſign'd, yet will do my ſelf a great one, in being a 
Witneſs for me, how ready I am to obey your Lordſhip's 
Commands, and in giving me this further opportunity of af 
ſuring your Lordſhip how much I am, 


My Lord, 


Tour Lordſpip's maſt Obedient 


and mofF Humble Servant, 


